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oing Digital:

atients don’t always like radio-
graphs. Notwithstanding the cur-
rent catastrophe in Japan, the public
has always been concerned about radia-
tion. The media feeds these fears and un-
fortunately, dental x-rays are lumped into
the broader category of medical x-rays.
While there is certainly concern
about too much radiation in general,
our patients should be comforted in
knowing that dental radiographs are
probably the safest a patient will be ex-
posed to in both dosage and exposure
time.
I decided to go digital many years
ago primarily to reduce exposure time
and for better diagnostic quality image.

Weighing Options

Once I made the decision to “go digi-
tal” T had 2 choices: sensors or phosphor
plates. Both have their own distinct ad-
vantages and disadvantages that can eas-

ily create a dilemma. I was primarily con-
cerned about ease of use, conversion, and
patient comfort. I wanted both my staff
and my patients to easily accept this new
technology. After trying many different
sensors, | felt they were uncomfortable
and subject to breakage. Consequently, I
chose the ScanX phosphor plate system
(Air Techniques), a decision I have never
regretted.

Simple Transition

This was, by far, the easiest transi-
tion I’ve experienced. The plates, in
their sterile holders, are not bulky and
“felt” like film to my patients. The
staff likes it because of the short learn-
ing curve and easy adaptation to cur-
rent conventional film. While sensors
do provide images more quickly (we’re
talking seconds here), the time needed
to process a ScanX plate is minimal and
certainly less than conventional film—

and no chemicals. Phosphor plates are
re-usable (about 600 images per plate)
and far less expensive than sensors.

Image quality is the same for both
sensors and phosphor plates. I've found
that image quality depends more on the
software that “reads” the image, than
whether you are using a sensor or a
phosphor plate. Again, versatility of im-
age manipulation is a by-product of the
imaging software.

Safe, Simple, and Easy

Patients love being able to see their
x-rays regardless of whether they truly
understand what they are seeing. But
with a 19” monitor it is easy for me
to show patients decay, calculus, peri-
apical pathology, etc. For me, diagnosis
is easier with a larger image. And then
there are the benefits of archiving imag-
es and electronic transmission to third
party carriers or specialists.
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Digital dilemma? No more. ScanX

HOWltWOI’kS , . has made it safe, simple, and easy for

The plate is exposed, in a sterile sleeve, in the same fashion as a conven- both the dentist and the patient. L&

tional x-ray. Once exposed the plate is placed in the ScanX machine and
the laser beam within the unit causes the latent image to be released in the
form of photons of blue light. A Photo Multiplier Tube collects the emitted
light and converts it into an electrical signal that is digitized and formed Techniques, Inc.

into an x-ray image using the computer. As the phosphor plate is processed 1295 Walt Whitman Road
through the ScanX the image is automatically erased and the p!ate is ready ~ Melville, New York 11747

tobeused agam once placeck mastenle sieeve . . 800.247.8324
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Who knew switching to
ScanX® from film
would feel like this!

ScanX digital imaging isn't just a uxury...

B Dramatically faster image development than film
B No more chemical processor maintenance for your staff
B Patient-friendly plates are light, thin, small and flexible

... it’s an affordable luxury!

B Digital plates can be re-used thousands of times
B No costly chemicals required
B No training required — same positioning techniques as film

SCANn-x

The affordable luxury in digital imaging.

IR
TECHNIQUES

. ~35Qti‘.lanualy 1st, 2014 the federal government will mandate
_ that all dental practice patient records be in electronic form. www.airtechniques.com

Choose from several ScanX digital imaging models, including Classic, Intraoral and Duo. Contact your local Air Techniques dealer for information or log onto www.airtechniques.com
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